





MINDANAO 
A FEW RARE BIRDS FROM LUZON, AND MINDORO 


By JOHN T. ZIMMER 
(Port Moresby, Papua) 


In the collection of birds secured by me in the Philippines 
during 1918 to 1916, inclusive, are various specimens that 
through the rarity of the species concerned, unusual distribu- 
tion, or. peculiar plumage represent captures of special interest. 
One form of thickhead (Laniidz) is described as new. Numbers 
in tables and in parentheses after discussions of species refer 
to my collection, which is at Lincoln, Nebraska, U. S. A. 

Acknowledgments are made to Mr. R. C. McGregor, of the 
Philippine Bureau of Science at Manila, for the freedom of the 
collection at that institution and for other generous assistance. 


Turnix whiteheadi Grant. 


On the night of October 25, 1914, I was crossing a stretch 
of cogon-covered hills near Bondog Point in the southern part 
of Tayabas Province, Luzon. I had a small acetylene lamp 
fastened to my hat and was on the lookout for whatever might 
appear in the ray of light before me, when suddenly a covey 
of button quails got up from underfoot and, as usual, scattered 
in all directions. One of the birds, blinded by the glare of the 
light, flew directly into my hands, and I captured it before it 
could escape. Upon examination it proved to be a female Turnix 
whiteheadi. The habits and habitat of this species appear to 
be little known, since the only specimens heretofore on record 
were trapped by Filipinos and were sold in the Manila markets. 
(No. 1117.) 


Leucotreron marchei (Oustalet) . 


It has been supposed that this handsome pigeon was confined 
to the Lepanto and Bontoc mountains of northern Luzon, but 
it proves to occur in the southern part of Luzon also. On Decem- 
ber 31, 1915, I secured an adult female from a small flock, at 
about 1,500 meters’ elevation (5,000 feet) on Mount Banahao, 
Laguna Province. This specimen is identical with one from the 
north. (No. 1333.) 

Sterna sinensis Gmelin. 

This tern is by no means common on Luzon. My only speci- 
men is a female, which I shot out of a small flock wheeling 
over the Las Pinas salt beds, near Manila, on September 12, 
Mobo. CNS LAS.) 


155555——4 223 


224 The Philippine Journal of Science 1918 


Aigialitis alexandrina (Linnzeus). 

At Bondog Point, Tayabas Province, on October 20, 1914, I 
collected a female Kentish plover, which is, so far as I know, 
the first one taken on Luzon. (No. 1115.) 


Totanus eurhinus (Oberholser). 

I have a female redshank, which I took on the Las Pinas salt 
beds, near Manila, on August 30, 1914. It was quite alone when 
taken. This is the first Luzon record for this bird. (No. 1052.) 


Ardea cinerea Linnzeus. 

On October 19, 1914, I secured a female of this interesting 
heron at Bondog Point, Tayabas Province. The only other 
published records for Luzon are those by McGregor. The 
species is rare throughout the Archipelago. (No. 1112.) 


Ceyx melanura Kaup. 

I found this little gem of the kingfisher family to be rather 
rare. My only specimen is a male, taken on October 4, 1914, 
at a few hundred feet elevation on Mount Maquiling, Laguna 
Province, Luzon. (No. 1086.) 


Hemiprocne major (Hartert). 

In the Additions and Corrections to his Manual of Philippine 
Birds, McGregor places the whiskered swifts from Mindanao, 
Samar, Sibutu, and Sulu in the species comata (Temminck). 
While not questioning the occurrence of comata on Mindanao, 
I am of the opinion that not all of the Mindanao birds belong 
to that form. This conclusion is reached on the basis of a pair 
of these swifts that I obtained on Mount Larugan, Bukidnon 
Province, which are larger than some of my Luzon specimens. 
The following comparison of wing measurements will illustrate: 


TABLE I.—Measurements of Hemiprocne from Mindanao and from Luzon. 


No. | Sex. Locality. Date. Wing. 














mm. 
Bukidnon Provinces Mindanao see eee ee ee eee May 19, 1915 137 


1242] 9 

OAT alee (5 (0 epee re pep oak ee Lg SD alate Rott a ee LN ee i eA Co Se Mb do. Ma one 135 
1268 2» | Antipolo, Rizal/Province,, Luzon css 2eu eee eee Aug. 15, 1915 182 
1310 Q | Mount Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon ___-_----_--------- Nov. 22, 1915 186 
1298 Q Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon______---___--___- Oct. 10, 1915 138 
IWATE sop ba aS = CO ete he ee Peer ee ee Oh eee ee | do Bemen 8 | 








*Manual of Philippine Birds. Bureau of Science, Manila (1909), 168, 
and This Journal, Sec. D (1916), 11, 278. 
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Hierococcyx fugax (Horsfield). 


I have four specimens of this interesting cuckoo taken on 
Luzon. All but one are immature birds. Their habitat seemed 
to embrace both the lower mountain slopes and the bamboo 
thickets of the lowland. 


' ‘TABLE II.— Specimens of Hierococcyx fugax. 























No. Sex. Locality. Date. 
1169 J ad. Mount Mariveles, Bataan Province, Luzon_____.________- January 1, 1915. 
1206 ‘ofikectaay, |i ad PON GY A ting Splat ee ee EI oh SO NICS Dehn a re eee fe eae ge eRe April 2, 1915. 

859 OTM a ana ms ZOn ee eee te ee eee ee ee eet January 18, 1914. 
| 1087 Simm. Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon_---_-___---__- October 9, 1915. 





Cuculus canorus Linnzus. 

Philippine records for any of the species of the present genus 
are not numerous, and Luzon records are quite lacking. A fine 
male, which I collected on Mount Mariveles, Bataan Province, on 
April 3, 1915, thus represents the first Luzon record of the pre- 
sent species. My bird was taken along Lamao River at only 
a few hundred feet elevation. (No 1207.) 


Centropus unirufus (Cabanis and Heine). 


On November 7, 19138, while among the mountains of Rizal 
Province, Luzon, I shot a fine male rufous cuckoo, the first and 
last one I ever encountered. (No. 783.) 


Pitta atricapilla Lesson. 


The black-headed pitta is not rare in the Philippines, and I 
have specimens from several of the Islands. One female, which 
I collected at Bondog Point, Tayabas Province, Luzon, varies 
from the ordinary in the possession of more or less distinct, 
though irregular streaking; this is in the form of obovate or 
triangular marks along the shafts of certain feathers. On the 
back and scapulars it is black, conspicuous against the shining 
green of those parts, but on the breast and flanks it is a faint 
drab, visible only in certain lights. A male from Balabac has 
a trace of the dorsal streaking, but only two feathers are thus 
marked. The Luzon bird is dated October 25, 1914. (No. 
1118.) 


Hirundo gutturalis Scopoli. 


A male and a female Hirundo, taken at Las Pifas, Rizal Prov- 
ince, Luzon, on September 19, 1915, are so near to H. rustica 
Linneus that it is a question whether or not they should be 
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referred to that species rather than to the present one. The 
black pectoral band is quite complete; and the under parts are 
decidedly rufous, much more so than in several other specimens 
taken from the same flock as these, and still others from different 
localities. However, since there are no definite records of H. 
rustica from Luzon and since the two forms apparently inter- 
grade, I will leave this note as it stands. (No. 1289, male; No. 
1287, female.) 


Hirundo striolata (Boie). 


I found a large colony of mosque swallows nesting under an 
old bridge at Tiaong, Tayabas Province, Luzon, where I secured 
four specimens on August 11, 1915. 


Cyornis herioti Ramsay. 


This rare flycatcher was described from northern Luzon, where 
it was supposed to be restricted. I was accordingly agreeably 
surprised on March 29, 1914, to find one of them on Mount 
Maquiling, Laguna Province, at about 305 meters’ elevation 
(1,000 feet). It was alone when taken. (No. 955.) 


Rhipidura hutchinsoni Mearns. 


I have a single female of this fantail, which I took in Bukid- 
non Province, Mindanao, near Sumilao. This species is confined 
to Mindanao and has been taken previously only on Mount Ma- 
lindang at from 1,200 to 2,700 meters (4,000 to 9,000 feet). 
My specimen was taken at not more than 900 meters (3,000 
feet). The Bukidnon natives called this bird ka-tu-pai, although 
they applied the same name to Xeocephus cinnamomeus. 
Mearns says, “chest * * * deep cinnamon,” but this part 
in my specimen is nearer Ridgway’s apricot buff. 


Culicicapa helianthea (Wallace). 


This little flycatcher is not rare in certain localities, but is 
not distributed throughout its range. I found it only on Mount 
Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon, and at Sumilao, Bukidnon 
Province, Mindanao. | 


TABLE III.—Specimens of Culicicapa helianthea. 




















No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 
1322 of Mount Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon_______-___- re aed December 380, 1915. | 
ABYBY | om Waa. 8 Oe. Sek aE ee UE ee NE es et Do. 
1306 Sy) iGwm ee oe (Foster ame ete oe ORIEL Bi So 0 big kd 18 Ue eS November 21, 1915. 
1559 OST ea Go sasi cee® - ts ee Pi PO EEE SN, BAL Oey eae December 7, 1916. 
1252 of Sumilao, Bukidnon Province, Mindanao ._______--_-___-_-_-_=_ May 23, 1915. 
1251 Foy ROE GO ce Ae a Ope ore 2 he Beech te aes chee ee Do. 

1 | 
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Cryptolopha olivacea (Moseley). 


I have a number of specimens of this species from Laguna 
Province, Luzon. Most of them were taken from mixed flocks 
of Acanthopneuste, Pardaliparus, and Zosterornis, rarely alone. 


TABLE IV.—Specimens of Cryptolopha olivacea. 























| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 
1299 | Co | Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon ______-___---_------ October 31, 1915. 
HL OS eect | eee (1 0 eee nee Sen rn Oe Ue Sebel ihe. Re hy SET March 21, 1915. 
LZ (SRC ese ) Ores ee Ne ees ee we © es a Ne ee September 5, 1915. 
UO Ap ret eS CO ee ee 2 eh PC re Bee a ets OW 1) Sle te Ce ek June 7, 1914. 

| 1204 OMe ae BUG -seniep set, SUR a aN Ai Rl OR SC a eae ae a MD ORE Sea RAG March 28, 1915. 
1213 OF Lae mre SE De ary mee tetas Soy an dts seen es Tt Sates beth April 11, 1916: 
1824.1 cS Mount Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon_-_-__-_-_.--_---____-_- December 30, 1915. 











Cryptolopha nigrorum Moseley. 


My only specimen of this bird was taken at Baguio, Mountain 
Province, Luzon, on May 10, 1914. Itisamale. (No. 996.) 


Cryptolopha mindanensis Hartert. 


I have a male of this little warbler, taken at Sumilao, Bukid- 
non Province, Mindanao, on May 14, 1915. (No. 1225.) 


Eumyias nigrimentalis (Grant). 


I hunted long for this flycatcher in south-central Luzon, but 
did not find it until I began collecting on Mount Banahao. There 
I succeeded in getting three specimens, all males, on as many 
different occasions. (No. 1305, November 21, 1915; No. 13828, 
December 30, 1915; No. 1557, December 7, 1916.) 


Edolisoma cerulescens (Blyth). 

There appear to be numerous records for this bird from Lu- 
zon, but I only saw it on October 12, 1914, when I secured a 
female at Bondog Point, Tayabas Province. (No. 1095.) 

Tole everetti (Tweeddale). 

One specimen, a female, is in my collection, taken at Mailag, 
Bukidnon Province, Mindanao, on May 19, 1915. It was in the 
forest at the foot of a range of hills. (No. 1247.) 

Zosterornis whiteheadi Grant. 

Whitehead’s tree babbler is common at Baguio, Benguet Sub- 

province, Luzon, and strangely enough occurs on Mount Bana- 


hao, Laguna Province. The Mount Banahao specimens are 
somewhat distinguishable from the average northern bird by 
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their brighter coloration above and below, but the difference is 
hardly worthy of recognition by name. 

An interesting question is raised by the occurrence on Mount 
Banahao of several avian species that are found there but not on 
other mountains near to it. The present species furnishes one 
example, Leucotreron marchei another. These birds were taken 
at low elevations on Mount Banahao, from 600 to 900 meters 
(2,000 to 3,000 feet), heights which are found on Mount Maqui- 
ling, for instance, where these birds do not occur. The explana- 
tion may be that some of the higher mountain forms, such as 
the present, are accustomed to descend to lower levels but do 
not inhabit isolated peaks like Mount Maquiling, where the 
greater altitudes are not available for retirement when desirable. 
Undoubtedly a vertical migration of sorts takes place on the 
mountains in the Philippines, which brings numbers of birds 
to. lower altitudes during the rainy seasons and sends them up- 
ward when the lower slopes of the hills feel the effect of the 
dry weather. To lend strength to this theory, it may be stated 
that the rains were prevalent about Mount Banahao when these 
observations were made in December. 

I have seen also on Mount Banahao, at over 1,800 meters’ 
elevation (6,000 feet), a black thrush, Planesticus sp.?, and a 
Phyllergates near philippinus, neither of which was secured. 
Owing to the height at which they were seen, they hardly enter 
the above discussion. My specimens of Z. whiteheadi are as 


follows: 
TABLE V.—Specimens of Zosterornis whiteheadt. 














No. | Sex. Locality. Date. 
994 oO Baguio; Benguet Subproyince, Wizon see ee eee May 10, 1914. 
PPETOOD TERS male Cr eI PY Relea Ly 5 id yen, ALG teas ae EPG to May 11, 1914. 
LOOT ae eo dO we Rh a Rie Ce iT ee lik ae alae eee Do. 
1321 | co | Mount Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon______.-----_-------- December 30, 1915. 
ABPAS |r (cof ae Ee Cote Fa SI ey AS 2 EE eet te ee Do. 
13320 \ ecm eee CO ES ee MV 81 rs JD a December 31, 1915. 
1880: SS oS GO ae eon Soa ee nee 0 Lo eae rr Do. 




















Zosterornis affinis McGregor. 

This interesting species has been known heretofore from a 
single male collected in 1904 on Mount Mariveles, Bataan Prov- 
ince, Luzon, by A. Celestino. I have since collected a number 
of specimens on Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, including 
the first known female of the species. 

The female may be described as indistinguishable from the 
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male type of the species, with which I have carefully com- 
pared it. 

The birds were usually associated with Pardaliparus elegans 
and Acanthopneuste borealis, although my first specimen was 
a solitary individual. The habitat was the area of lower moun- 
tain slopes of the forest up to 610 meters (2,000 feet). 


TABLE VI.—Specimens of Zosterornis affinis. 


| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 


956) Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon _________--_--__--- March 29, 1914. 























1023 om pees Lee Dm al yh Ee SP bly REE tld Soon bh SO) Oe June 14, 1914. 
12018 jes Sie aces {0 Roh ke RS 8 ces ET pee ERR (NP March 28, 1915. 








a 1195 Oa 1. ee a ee ee er eg er te gg gt 3 March 21, 1915. 
| 1212 GS ha (BO) eye pp gale UR yt te EE gl NN we OA ge April 11, 1915. | 
4 Type of the female. 


Brachypteryx poliogyna Grant. 

I have a male of Grant’s shortwing, which I took at 2,012 
meters’ elevation (6,600 feet) on Mount Banahao, Laguna Prov- 
ince, on January 1, 1916. (No. 1334.) 


Pratincola caprata (Linnzus). 

This species does not seem to have been recorded from Min- 
danao, but it is certainly abundant over the Bukidnon highlands. 
I was under the impression that the species was known from 
that island, or I should have taken specimens in May, 1915, when 
I was in the region. I had left the locality when I discovered 
my mistake. 


Orthotomus chloronotus Grant. 


Most of the tailorbirds in the region about Manila are Orthoto- 
mus derbianus, but on the lower slopes of some of the mountains 
there are a few of the present form. I have a male from Anti- 
polo, Rizal Province, and another from Lamao, Bataan Province. 
The habits of the two species are alike. 


TABLE VII.—Specimens of Orthotomus chloronotus. 


| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 














| 896 a ATI DOOM I Zale EE LOVINCCs TU ZON oes see a a eer Nee ie US February 1, 1914. 
| 1163 fot Mamadebataaneerovince, sl iUZONssse nse nee eee ne December 31, 1914. | 








Acanthopneuste xanthodryas (Swinhoe). 


I find among my series of Acanthopneuste several specimens 
that are referable to A. xanthodryas rather than to A. borealis, 
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by reason of the longer first primary and general tone of colora- 
tion. I believe that A. xanthodryas is commoner than is sup- 
posed, but this is a difficult fact to prove, since the two forms are 
so much alike and both keep to the upper foliage of the forest. 


TABLE VIII.—Specimens of Acanthopneuste xanthodryas. 


| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 











849 | o Manila Luzon oes 20 es eo es ee January 4, 1914. 
980}; Bautista, Pangasinan Province, iUZOn eee ne eee ee April 8, 1914. 
IGEEE) ver Bondog Point, Tayabas Province, Wuzone--- 2 esse eee eee October 19, 1914. 
1081-+}'" 2) |Las'Pifias, Rizal Province, Laizon 2.0 oe ee eee. September 27, 1914. 
| 1233 . Mailag, Bukidnon Province, Mindanao ___.__----_--_--_------- May 18, 1915. | 





Horornis seebohmi (Grant). 


I have two examples of this little bush warbler from Baguio, 
Mountain Province, Luzon, which were collected on May 12, 1914. 
The first one gave me considerable trouble to collect. I could 
hear it singing its ‘‘o-o-o-o I-see-you-a-seet!”’ only a few yards 
away in the low bush and grasses and could likewise hear its 
sharp “chip” as it moved about near the ground, but it was fully 
fifteen minutes that I strained my eyes before I finally saw the 
skulking songster and secured it. The second one was obtained 
only a few minutes afterward. (No. 1005, female; No. 1006, 
male.) 


Hyloterpe crissalis sp. nov. 


Characters of the species.—Similar to Hyloterpe albiventris 
Grant, but throat paler and crissum decidedly yellower. 

Type.—No. 1336, male, adult, collection of John T. Zimmer; 
Mount Banahao, 914 meters (3,000 feet), Laguna Province, 
TUzZOn eal analy eto Lo: 

Description Above dark olive green, scarcely brighter on 
the rump and upper tail coverts; remiges and rectrices blackish 
brown, broadly edged with bright olivaceous; top of head browner 
than the back; cheeks and ear coverts brownish olive like the 
crown; chin and throat grayish white, the feathers with blackish 
shafts and dusky streaks; breast grayish olive, feathers with 
median dusky streaks; abdomen and flanks buffy white, indis- 
tinctly streaked with dusky; crissum lemon yellow, much brighter 
than in H. albiventris, but not so bright as in H. fallax McGregor; 
axillars and wing lining white with a yellowish tinge. Bill black; 
feet dull gray; iris brown. Length (of skin), 152 millimeters; 
wing, 80.5; tail, 65; tarsus, 21; culmen from base, 15.5; bill 
from nostril, 10. 
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A male paratype was taken at the same locality on December 
30, 1915. (No. 1326.) 


Rhabdornis minor Grant. 

I have a female creeper of this species, which I took at Sumilao, 
Bukidnon Province, Mindanao, on May 14, 1915. It differs 
slightly from the usual plumage of this form in that the feathers 
of the breast and sides of lower throat are bordered with dull 
grayish brown and the mantle feathers are not so conspicuously 
white-shafted. (No. 1224.) 


Zosterops basilanica Steere. 

I shot a female Zosterops basilanica in the Mindanao high- 
lands on May 18, 1915. It was taken from the trees bordering 
a river at Mailag, Bukidnon Province. (No. 1234.) 


Zosterops aureiloris Grant. 

I have four males of this beautiful little silvereye taken on 
the slopes of Mount Maquiling and Mount Mariveles at ap- 
proximately 460 meters’ elevation (1,500 feet). Each bird 
taken was secured from a group of three or four of the species. 
They are very active and energetic little creatures. 


TABLE [X.—Specimens of Zosterops aureiloris. 


| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. | 


960 es Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon _______________-_-- March 29, 1914. 

















1025 ‘Cmzsee LO Seren re te eee ee rere eon rm eames Lenn we eee Ete ek June 14, 1914. 
ilsy | op ae COLES temee re cei beet Bee tees Seca e. te LONE ee oe ee 2 December 20, 1914. 
| 1159 fof Mount Mariveles, Bataan Province, Luzon_-_____--__-________- December 31, 1914. 





Diceum xanthopygium Tweeddale, 

This flowerpecker was not common, but I occasionally saw 
it in the mountains of south-central Luzon, usually in company 
with D. papuense Gmelin. I have two specimens, both males. 
They were collected on Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, 
Luzon, on February 22 and June 1, 1914, respectively. (Nos. 
913 and 925.) 


Diceum obscurum Grant. 

I have collected Diceum obscurum on Mount Maquiling, Lu- 
zon, at about 600 meters’ elevation (2,000 feet) and have two 
males in my collection taken there on February 15 and June 14, 
1914, respectively. (Nos. 908 and 1027.) 


Diceum nigrilore Hartert. 
I secured a female of the present species at Sumilao, Bukid- 
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non, Mindanao, on May 14,1915. It was among the trees border- 
ing a deep cafion. (No. 1223.) 
Prionochilus inexpectatus Hartert. 

This flowerpecker was not very common in my experience. I 
have two females from Luzon and one male from Mindoro. 


TABLE X.—Specimens of Prionochilus inexpectatus. 





| No. | Sex. Locality. Date. 
1033 | ¢ | Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon _--_....---.------- June 28, 1914. 
1186 oe 5 Fo i aN LP A RE HA Ue CR AD co” Heelan yl on ae ot es ke March 7, 1915. 
| 1582} .o'. | San Jose, Mindoro Sols) 2 ee ee April 17, 1916. 





Eudrepanis jefferyi Grant. 

A female of this species that I have differs from the specimens 
in the Bureau of Science collection in being decidedly lighter 
above and below and in possessing a more or less distinct white 
loral spot. It was taken on Mount Banahao, Laguna, Luzon, 
on January 3, 1916, at about 914 meters’ elevation (38,000 feet). 
(No. 12385.) 


Cinnyris flagrans (Oustalet). 


This beautiful little sunbird appears to be well distributed 
over south-central Luzon, but is not common anywhere. All 
the individuals I have seen were in mixed flocks of related forms. 


TABLE XI.—Specimens of Cinnyris flagrans. 


| No. | Sex. | Locality. Date. | 




















1127 ot Mount Maquiling, Laguna Province, Luzon ____.__-___-________ November 15, 1914. 
1187 oy) Lonvoss Lacuna Province, Luzon ses ee ee November 28, 1914. 

| 1313 of Silane; Cavite Province, li ZO me ee oie eee ee ater nar eee December 5, 1915. 

| 1329 & | Mount Banahao, Laguna Province, Luzon_____-..---___-___-_- December 380, oe ) 


Oriolus albiloris Grant. 

On April 4, 1915, I secured a fine female of this rare, forest- 
inhabiting oriole at Mariveles, Bataan Province, Luzon. It was 
on the lower slopes of the mountain. (No. 1208.) 

Sturnia philippensis (Forster). 
The only Luzon specimen of this starling that I have was taken 


on October 11, 1914, at Bondog Point, Tayabas Province, Luzon. 
(No. 1091.) | 
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